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Part One: 

HOW TO OFFER & 

EAT A KORBAN PESACH 

Chapter One 

THE l<ORBAN PESACH 

WHAT IS UNIQUE ABOUT 

THE KORBAN PESACH? 

A LARGE NUMBER OF MITZVOHS. 

Of the various sacrifices which the Torah 

requests of the Jewish people, the Karban 

Pesach is possi b ly the most unique and 

remar k a b le. A total of 15 of the 613 

mitzvahs are devoted to this one offering, 

and duringTemple times it was a major event 

involving practically the entire population. 

SEVERITY. 

The Torah has given a great priority to 

the Mitzvah of Karban Pesach by attaching a 

severe punishment for non-observance: 

besides circumcision, Karban Pesach is the 

only positive mitzvoh in the entire Torah 

which carries the penalty of 'Kores' (soul exci­

sion).1 

Most commandments which carry the penal­

ty of 'Kores' for intentional transgression are 

negative mitzvos (prohibitions) and if they 

are transgressed unintentionally then a 

'Karban Chatas' (sin of fering) must be  

brought. However, a Karban Chatas i s  not 

brought for the unintentional failure to bring 

Karban Pesach since this represents omitting a 

positive mitzvah rather than transgressing a 

negative mitzvah. 

TIMING. 

The timing of the sacrifice is extraordi­

nary in that: 
a. It is a Karban connected to a festival but

the slaughter occurs before the festival

starts.2 

b. It is offered at a peculiar point in daily

schedule of the Temple, after the com­

munal afternoon "Tamid, "which usually 

demarcates the deadline for the very last

sacrifice of the day. On the 14th of Nissan

however, virtually the entire Jewish pop­

ulation converge on the Temple site,

ready to offer their sacrifices.

WHO HAS TO OFFER AND 

EAT THE KORBAN PESACH ? 

1. Jewish men and women alike are obligat­

ed to bring and eat the Karban Pesach.3 

2 

3 

The festival of Pesach begins on the 15th of 

Nissan (a month in the Jewish Calendar) 

which falls out during Spring, usually around 

April. Since, in the Jewish calendar, the night 

precedes the day, the Festival of Pesach actu­

ally begins on the night preceding the 15th of 

Nissan. 

See Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Karban 

Pesach, at the beginning. Women are general­

ly exempt from mitzvahs which have a fixed 
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Chapter Three 

IMPURITY OF AN OWNER 

WHAT IS IMPURITY? 

1. One of the factors involved concerning

the issue of exemption from Karban Pesach, or 

any sacrifice, is 'Tumah": (See page 33 #16) 

Tumah is a certain type of impurity which 

cannot be seen but which does not affect the 

relat ionship that  a Jew has with G-d. 

Nevertheless, the Torah instructs that a per­

son who is in a state of Tumah may not enter 

the Holy Temple or eat from the sacrifices 

when in this state. 

2. In "Tumah, '' there are three degrees of

severity:

a) One-day impurity : this can be relieved by 

total immersion in a mikveh (ritual bath) 

and waiting for sunset. (See page 37 #5)

b) 7 day impurity: involves various proce­

dures for its relief.

c) 7 day impurity plus sacrifices: a stronger 

degree of impurity which is partially 

relieved by various procedures on the 

seventh day, and fully relieved by bring­

ing sacrifices on the eighth day.

175 See Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Karban 

Pesach, Chap 6. 

176 A pe_rson who has a certain type of seminal

discharge, due to sickness: 

A person who has a normal discharge, or has 

a sexual relations, is called a "Baal Keri" and 

has a one-day impurity (type 'a' above). 

A Zav however, suffers a discharge which dif­

fers in substance and the manner in which it 

is experienced. (see Leviticus 13:1-15 & 15:2, 

Rashi, and Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos 

Mechusare Kaporoh 1 :1-2.) 

A Zav may be affected with impurity accord­

ing to (a), (b), or (c) above, depending on 

whether he has suffered one, two or three 

3. A person who is impure at the time of

slaughter, but will become pure by  the

evening, may have the Karban Pesach sacrificed

on his behalf. This only applies in cases a)

and b) above, but not to c). This is because

the need to bring sacrifices inc) means that a

person would not be totally pure at the time

of eating.

However, if the eighth day falls out on 

14th of Nissan, the Karban Pesach may be sacri­

ficed on his behalf, but only if he brings the 

necessary sacrifices of purity on that day (or 

even ifhe has delivered the necessary animals 

to the Temple). 

WHICH IMPURE PERSON MUST 

POSTPONE HIS KORBAN PESACH 

UNTIL PESACH SHENI ? (See page 73) 

1. Anybody175 who cannot eat the Karban

Pesach on the night of the 15th Nissan because

of his impurity such as:

a) Zav176 

b) Zavah 177 or

c) Women who have just given birth.

emissions, and on the time frame within 

which they occured. 

Those who fall into type (c) are termed 

'mechusarei kaporrah' (lacking atonement) on 

the eighth night, since they have counted 

seven clean days free of discharge, but have 

not yet brought their appropriate sacrifice 

177 Menstruating woman ('niddah'). A Zavah 

becomes impure through a discharge during 

the 11 irregular days of her cycle which fall 

between her normal periods. If, during these 

eleven days, she menstruates for one day, she 

is called "shomeres yom keneged yom" and she 

must wait one "clean" day free of discharge, 

and is cleansed as in (a). Similarly, if she has 
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Appendix C 

IF THE TEMPLE IS BUILT 
BETWEEN THE FIRST AND 

SECOND PESACH, IS THERE 
AN OBLIGATION TO BRING 

PESACH SHENI? 

I n the Jerusalem Talmud, there is a dispute 

if a Pesach Sheni could be brought in the 

event that the Temple was built between 

the first Pesach and Pesach Sheni. 

However, the Babylonian Talmud clearly 

states: "An individual may be pushed-off 

ro Pesach Sheni but the community may not 

be pushed-off to Pesach Sheni" (Pesachim 

67a) see P. 75, Majority Rules #1.

This statement may understood in one 

of two ways: 

(1) This statement is part of the laws of

Pesach Sheni, stating that the Torah did

not offer Pesach Sheni to the community.

Or,

(2) This is part of the laws of postponement

of the First Pesach, stating that only indi­

viduals have the right of postponement,

and not the community.

From analyzing the terminology of the

Talmud, "an individual is pushed-off" it 

appears that this statement is a part of the 

laws of postponement of the first Karban 

Pesach. (2) 

Therefore, a community is not permitted 

to be 'pushed-away' to Pesach Sheni, 

according to halacha (but, in theory, there is 

no prohibition against the community bring­

ing a Pesach Sheni, it is just that halacha does 

not present the opportunity). 

This analysis appears to have practical 

application: 

In the event that the 'community' did 

not carry out the first Karban Pesach because 

of practical rather than Halachic considera­

tions (e.g. persecution) then the community 

would be obligated in Pesach Sheni. 

Similarly, if the building of the Temple 

takes place between the first and second 

Pesach, this would be considered a practical 

rather than halachic obstacle, and so Pesach 

Sheni would be brought by the entire commu­

nity. 

Therefore, it would seem that the debate 

of the Jerusalem Talmud may also exist in the 

Babylonian Talmud. (see Likutei Sichas, Vol 12, 

p219) 
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